THE PSYCHO-ANALYTIC STUDY OF THE FAMILY
and the race, but which are not essential for the immediate
preservation and growth of the individual in his early life, and
which frequently involve a diminution rather than an increase
in immediate benefit or pleasure; representing, as they do,
biological values of a higher and more complex order, which
come into operation only when those of a more primitive kind
have been attained.
The family	If this is so, it would seem fairly clear that our practical
attachments    efforts must on the  whole be   directed   to  aid the process of
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grown rather   weaning the individual from his family attachments rather than
than destroyed to anv attempt at preventing or destroying these attachments
themselves. The tendencies that bind the individual to the
family are probably too deeply rooted in Man's nature to yield
to any such direct attack; and in any case, in spite of a
character in some respects archaic, it is almost certain that
they still perform a necessary and beneficial part in the process
of psychical development—a part for which no adequate
substitute could easily be found; so that it would be undesirable
to eliminate the operation of these tendencies, even if such
elimination were within the bounds of possibility. Thus it
would seem that all schemes and attempts that have been
made, from Plato onwards (and probably long before him),
with a view to preventing the development of the feelings that
centre in and are aroused through connection with the family,
are doomed to failure:—practical failure, because these feelings
are too strong, too intimate and essential a part of human
nature to be successfully and permanently inhibited by any
alteration of environment1; moral failure, because the development
of certain of the most important aspects of human character
are, in their origin and first appearance, bound up with these
feelings and would probably fail to ripen if these feelings were
abolished.
It would then be a hasty and disastrous conclusion  if we
1 It would seem that children who have never known their parents
or any normal parent substitutes, such as those who are brought up
entirely in orphanages and other institutions, nevertheless do actually find
corresponding objects on to whom their parent-regarding tendencies can
be directed; if not in reality, at least in imagination—imagination that tends
to find a real equivalent as soon as a suitable object presents itself, This
is amusingly and instructively illustrated in Jean Webster's recently
successful book and play "Daddy Long Legs",

